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EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL 
SERVICES

To unite the Wisconsin Idea with all out-of-hospital care 
providers in the State, thereby empowering caregivers to
provide the highest quality, patient-centered care. We will 
achieve this by bringing advocacy, innovative research, quality 
assurance and advanced educational opportunities
to all areas of the healthcare continuum.

B E R B E E W A L S H  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E M E R G E N C Y  M E D I C I N E
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  a n d  P u b l i c  H e a l t h

The UW EMS Section provides Medical Direction for 10 
agencies who respond to roughly 85% of the calls for 
medical service in Dane County. We directly contract with 
Police, Fire, EMR and Paramedic services staffed by over 
700 volunteer and professional responders. The UW sphere 
of influence touches 96% of the calls for service in our area.
 
We believe our Mission is bigger than ourselves; for that 
reason, we championed a multidisciplinary group of 
caregivers to develop the first unified, evidence-based 
medical protocols covering all levels of responders in the 
County.  Through creation of a singular protocol set, we are 
able to help ensure seamless, high quality medical care 
regardless of where a medical emergency occurs.

Our Mission

Areas of Expertise
• EMS Advocacy/Coordination
• Prehospital Simulation
• Advanced Physician Education
• EMS Provider Education

•  Event Medicine
•  Disaster Preparedness
• Physician Field Response
•  Limited Access Procedures

Medical Direction
*Indicates ABEM EMS
sub-specialty 
certification
 
Find us online at:
http://emed.wisc.edu



The best part about brochures is their 

weightlessness, because they use only a 

single page.

After sharing a bit about the destination, 

take the time to impart key knowledge on 

getting around. Put in some tips .

• Over 100 hours of EMS Physician-led didactics
• NREMT-qualifying paramedic CME
• 100 hours in vivo EM Simulation training
• Patient outcome reports to transporting providers
• Primary Paramedic Program content development,
    review and delivery
• Medical direction for advanced topic educational courses
       - ACLS-EP, The Difficult Airway Course, Critical Care
         Transport, Community EMS
• Contact with over 1000 Professionals in the County

Provider Education
Annually the EMS Section provides:

The UW EMS Section is heavily invested with Dane County 
Emergency Management and the South Central Healthcare 
Emergency Readiness Coalition (HERC).  We have developed 
and refined the Base Hospital concept to coordinate hospital 
response during local disasters, and serve as the Area- and 
Regional-Medical Coordinating Center for regional events. 
 
We participate in Medical Direction for multiple events in 
Madison, from fun runs to Division I Athletics,  which 
includes working with multidisciplinary cohorts to predict 
spectator and participant illness and injury patterns, and 
coordinate response from the field through the ED.

Event Medicine and 
Disaster Preparedness

All 3rd Year Residents receive advanced EMS training during 
their month long EMS rotation. They provide on-scene 
direction for Madison Fire Paramedics, receive advanced 
training in NIMS and ICS and deliver didactic education for 
County EMS Providers. Many Residents have developed 
individualized EMS Electives, covering topics such as Disaster 
Preparedness, Advanced EMS Medical Direction, Research 
and Quality Improvement.
 
Throughout training, Residents participate in Mass Gathering 
events such as Fourth of July, home football and hockey 
games, which give them the chance to plan and deliver care 
during potentially hazardous activities.

Physician Education
Resident Education

UW EMS offers a 3+1 Fellowship to internal graduates and 
expects to launch an ACGME-accreditedFellowship in 2020.
Our program combines ground, aeromedical and dive 
medicine exposure with advocacy, administrative, research 
and leadership activities that are found at no other U.S. 
program. We believe our graduates leave Madison as highly- 
trained Medical Directors with the knowledge, vision and 
passion to change the way modern healthcare is delivered.

Physician Education
EMS Fellowship Training

One of only a handful of immersion programs in the United 
States, our “Doc Ops Day” gives residents the incomparable 
opportunity to “walk in the boots” of local Firefighters and 
Paramedics. They are supervised by training professionals 
to flow water onto burning buildings, extricate patients 
from wrecked vehicles and perform complex search-and-
rescue missions. It is a physically demanding challenge that 
gives insight into how hard our colleagues work just to get 
patients to the ED.

Prehospital Immersion

Established in 2014. our Physicians are able to provide Dane 
County EMS agencies with on-scene medical expertise and 
consultation, specialized procedure ability, educational 
outreach and quality assurance 24 hours per day, seven days
a week.  
 
Affectionately known as “BADGER-1”, the Response Vehicle 
is currently staffed by 12 EMS and Flight Physicians who bring 
with them 15 Board Certifications and over 80+ years of 
collective medical experience.

Physician Response

www.emed.wisc.edu/emergency-medical-services
Learn more on our website:


